Dear Colleagues,
After a 9 year hiatus, the Washington University Debate Team invites you to return to our Danforth campus in Saint Louis, Missouri for the 6th Gateway Invitational!  The tournament will take place from 11/22/2013-11/24/2013 and is sanctioned by:
· the Cross Examination Debate Association 
· the National Forensics Association.  
· the American Parliamentary Debate Association
Why this tournament?
Support a new, struggling program
· The Wash U team's competition budget this year is $3600.  That's the extent of our endowment - none of our debaters receive debate scholarships and we don't have a coach.  This tournament is vital for our fundraising efforts - we need you to come to our tournament in order for us to go to yours.  
· We recognize that there are might be easier ways to make money, but we want to be topical - the Wash U Debate Team exists to promote interdisciplinary academic discussion, not to sell donuts.  
Visit our graduate and law schools
· The US News and World Report ranks Washington University in Saint Louis 14th among 4-year Universities in the nation.  In particular, our Political Science Department is ranked 13th, and our Law School is ranked 19th overall and 9th in Trial and Advocacy.  As fellow speakers and debaters, we would be delighted to have any one of you join us at Wash U for one of our graduate or professional programs.  Down time before or during the tournament is a perfect opportunity for an arranged private meeting with representatives of the department or school you would like to join.  
One of the few tournaments the weekend of 11/22-24
· Traditionally, tournaments are not held the same weekend that the NCA convention is held.  In recognition of the timing of our tournament, we’ve recruited NFA and CEDA alumni from Greater Saint Louis in advance to judge.  
Wash U is one of only 2 APDA tournaments in the Midwest.  
· If you’re an APDA program in the Midwest, this is your chance for substantial savings on travel costs.  
Events
· We are offering  Novice, JV, and Open divisions of CEDA, and NFALD as long as entries are sufficient.  
· Pools may be collapsed if the number of entries is low.  If a JV division is the insufficiently large one then it will be collapsed with the smaller one of the other 2 pools.  If this happens, it will be announced prior to registration.  
· Novices in APDA will break to their own elim bracket.  
· We will also be offering all 11 AFA-NIET events.  
Cross flighting limits
Generally, competitors can enter in up to 3 individual events per flight, but competitors in CEDA can enter in only 1 IE, restricted to either Extemp or Impromptu, NFALD Debaters can enter in at most 1 event for Flight B, and APDA Debaters can enter in at most 1 event for Flight A.  
Breaks
· In Debate, all winning records will break, as well as additional entries so that the total number of entries breaking is a power of 2.  For each IE, we will consider adding semifinals rounds if we receive more than 50 entries for each event.  
· Please email debate@su.wustl.edu a list of the emails of entered students and judges so that we can immediately email each set of breaks to everyone.  Additionally, breaks will be posted in the halls of the buildings in which the tournament will take place.  

Sweepstakes Rules
Sweepstakes will be calculated separately for CEDA, APDA, and NFA, according to the rules for each.  
Housing
Instead of a hotel block, we will be opening up our own residences for visitors at no cost - as a student run program, we're sensitive to cutting down expenditures as much as is fair, such as hotel expenses, which aren't necessary for a tournament on a college campus and take money out of the community.  For those who prefer to stay at a hotel, nearby the Sheraton Plaza Tower Hotel at Westport Plaza, 191 Westport Plaza, St. Louis, Missouri 63146 at $87/room/night/4 people with phone number 1-800-325-3535  and Cheshire Inn & Lodge, located at 6300 Clayton Rd., St. Louis, MO 62117. It is within 2 minutes of the campus at $121/room/night/4 people with phone number 314-647-7300 are good choices historically used for the Gateway Invitational.  
Schedule
Flight A
· extemp
· persuasive
· impromptu
· dramatic
· poetry
Flight B
· prose
· informative
· poi
· duo
· after-dinner
· communication analysis
Friday 
	Time
	Event
	Round

	17:00
	Extemp Draw
	Prelim 1

	 
	Other Flight A
	Prelim 1

	 
	APDA
	Prelim 1

	 
	CEDA
	Prelim 1

	 
	NFALD
	Prelim 1

	 
	Flight B
	Prelim 1

	 
	Extemp Draw
	Prelim 2

	 
	Other Flight A
	Prelim 2

	 
	APDA
	Prelim 2

	 
	CEDA
	Prelim 2

	 
	NFALD
	Prelim 2

	 
	Flight B
	Prelim 2


Saturday
	Time
	Event
	Round

	7:00
	Extemp Draw
	Finals

	 
	Other Flight A
	Finals

	 
	APDA
	Prelim 3

	 
	CEDA
	Prelim 3

	 
	NFALD
	Prelim 3

	 
	Flight B
	Finals

	10:45
	Lunch
	 

	11:15
	CEDA
	Prelim 4

	 
	APDA
	Prelim 4

	 
	NFALD
	Prelim 4

	 
	CEDA
	Prelim 5

	 
	APDA
	Prelim 5

	 
	NFALD
	Prelim 5

	 
	CEDA
	Prelim 6

	 
	APDA
	Prelim 6

	 
	NFALD
	Prelim 6

	8:15
	Dinner/Awards Ceremony
	 

	8:45
	CEDA
	Elim 1

	 
	APDA
	Elim 1

	 
	NFALD
	Elim 1


Sunday

	Time
	Event
	Round

	8:00
	CEDA
	Elim 2

	 
	APDA
	Elim 2

	 
	NFALD
	Elim 2

	11:00
	Lunch
	 

	11:30
	CEDA
	Elim 3

	 
	APDA
	Elim 3

	 
	NFALD
	Elim 3

	14:30
	CEDA
	Elim 4

	 
	APDA
	Elim 4

	 
	NFALD
	Elim 4



Notes
· Meals will be served in Seigle 103.  
· If no CEDA Debater enters in IEs then CEDA Prelims 1 and 2 will begin at 5pm and 8pm respectively and all events starting with the 2nd Extemp Draw on Friday will begin 45 minutes earlier.  
· As soon as the sets of Debaters remaining in NFALD and APDA are mutually exclusive, rounds for NFALD and APDA will begin to run concurrently so that they can finish earlier.  
· Additional rounds will be held if necessary.  
· Speaker orders will attempt to accommodate the best time management possible.  
· Due to our small tournament staff, the first day will be entirely preset while the  second and third days will be powermatched at the beginning of the day.  Additionally, for each debate division, a tournament bracket will be released at the beginning of elims for each event.  
· Judges must vote for one and only one team in each debate and must assign speaker points and ranks in prelim rounds. Speaker points are accepted in increments of 0.1 from a minimum of 0 to a maximum of 30. Speaker ranks are accepted in whole numbers only from 1 to 4. No rank or point ties are permitted.  All coaching must end 5 minutes before the debate is scheduled to begin. 
Decision Time Limits
· For CEDA, all decisions must be made and ballots turned into the tab room 2 hours and 30 minutes after the round start time. Ties are not allowed. Please end post-round discussion 2 hours and 45 minutes after the round start in order to keep the tournament on time.
· For all other events, all decisions must be made and ballots turned into the tab room 1 hour and 15 minutes after the round start time.  Please end post-round discussion at that time to keep the tournament on time
Tabroom, Ballot Table, and Communication
· Our tabroom this year will be run by seasoned Wash U Debaters with experience in tabbing.  An APDA representative will be helping us tab APDA in particular.  
· We will prefer that you submit ballots electronically, though paper ballots are available at request.  If you do not have a laptop or smartphone, you can ask to borrow a competitor's.  If none of your competitors have an internet accessible device, consult your building director.  The 'WUFI-Guest' network is open to public access.  
Registration 
· Please email debate@su.wustl.edu a list of the emails of entered students and judges so that we can immediately email each set of breaks to everyone.  
· On-site registration will take place starting 3pm on Friday, in Seigle 103
· Online registration will open on 10/10.  The deadline to register, including judge entries, will be 11/18.  Changes to entries after the deadline will result in a nuisance fee of $60/debate entry and $30/IE entry.
Fees, pricing, and judging
· Entry fees are $30/participant plus an additional fee for entry into each event.
	Event
	Entry Cost

	CEDA
	$50/team

	NFALD
	$40/debater

	APDA
	$30/team

	IEs
	$10/IE entry


· Additionally, judges should be provided for all events except for APDA, where competitors will judge each other.  1 Judge covers 2 CEDA teams, 2 LD Debaters, or 8 IE entries, OR any 2 of the following:  1 CEDA team, 1 LD Debater, 4 IE entry.  If you are unable to bring enough judges, it is possible for you to simple pay a fee.  
	Event
	Covering Cost

	CEDA
	$150/team

	NFALD
	$75/debater

	IEs
	$10/IE entry


· Changes to entries after the online registration deadline of 11/18 will result in a nuisance fee of $60/debate entry and $30/IE entry.
· Please make checks payable to the Washington University Debate Team
· [bookmark: _GoBack]MPJ will be used for CEDA.  
Miscellaneous
· Swing teams are allowed to compete and eligible to break.  Mavericks are eligible to break in Debate but discouraged.  They are prohibited for IEs.  
· Though unlikely, some Wash U students may compete, but we as a school will not be eligible for sweepstakes awards.  
· With regards to pentathlon, students must enter a minimum of three events and compete in public address, limited preparation, and interpretation events to be eligible for pentathlon.  A maximum of five events will count toward a student's pentathlon score.  
· Semiformal Dress is expected for NFA events.  However, not everyone can afford a suit, and lack of money does not indict an individual's ability to debate or speak.  
· Please bring your own reusable water bottles to cut down on unnecessary plastic waste.  However, we will have water available.  
Contact Information
If you need to contact anyone with Wash U Debate, you may:
· email me at debate@su.wustl.edu
· call me at 405-397-4814
· ask a Building Director for help.  They will be a Wash U Debater wearing a nametag, and there should be at least 1 in each building
Sincerely,
Lawrance Fung,
B.S. Candidate, Mathematics and Computer Science, Washington University in Saint Louis
President, Washington University Debate Team
Director, Gateway Invitational Speech and Debate Tournament 
